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PRELIMINARY REMARKS 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Sir: 

These remarks are filed together with the Continuation Patent Application of 
PCT/EP98/06004, filed on September 21, 1998, which designated the US and claims priority to 
European Patent Application No. 97 1 16 373.8 filed on September 19, 1997. 

With respect to PCT/EP98/06004, the present specification includes, at page 1, a related 
applications paragraph which indicates that the present application is a continuation. Section 
headings have been added or changed. The abstract has been moved to the end of the 
specification and is presented on a separate sheet. 



5g96.K)02001 



Figures 2 and 5 have been relabeled as 2A-2F and 5A-5B, respectively. Figure legends, 
under the Brief Description of the Drawings section heading, have been modified to specifically 
identify the number and letter of corresponding Figures. 

No new matter has been introduced. 

If the Examiner feels that a telephone conference would expedite prosecution of this case, 
the Examiner is invited to call the undersigned at (781) 861-6240. 



Respectfully submitted, 



HAMILTON, BROOK, SMITH & REYNOLDS, P.C. 




Anabela Cristina Taylor 
Registration No. 38,999 
Telephone (781) 861-6240 
Facsimile (781) 861-9540 



Lexington, Massachusetts 02421-4799 
Dated: March 17, 2000 



